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Dear CARL ESV, 


SOUR melancholy Letter, which 
no lies before me, does indeed 
MY raiſe in me that tender Com- 
=g paſſion towards you, which, you 
SS are ſo kind as to ſay you depend 
ME upon from our mutual Friend. 

£ ſhip: But it is not ſo great on 
Account of Troubles, as of the unhappy 
Reflections you make upon them. What we ſuffer, 
* not to be our great Concern, but how we 


for merely to be afflicted is the grievous 
Conſequence of our being what we are in this 
World, but to bear our Affliction with Patience, 
is the joyful Evidence of what we ſhall be in 

the next. Fa = ORR OD. 
| . | Bur, 


447 ; 

Bon T, "before I proceed in my Letter (which, 
on account of the Subject, as well as my earneſt 
Inclination to write as much as I can for your 
Conſolation, will not be a very ſhort one) I muſt 
deſire you to excuſe the Freedom I ſhall uſe in it, 
_ the Method I ſhall take of conveying it to 

One would hardly think that Sincerity, 
| Which every one expects to find in the Actions of 
his Friend, ſhould want an Apology for a Man's 
making ule of it in the higheſt'Part of the Of- 
oe of a Friend, that of Adviſing. But ſo it is. 
The World gives a e er to Counſel; 
and Men generally expect to be adviſed agreeable a 
to the Way of Thinking they have already embra- 
ced: So that he that can ſuit his Advice to a Man's 
Humour, tho' it be ever ſo oppoſite to his real 
Intereſt, ſnall meet with more Regard than the 
ſincere Man, who honeſtly chuſes to oppoſe his 
Friend when he acts againſt himſelf, rather than 
ſooth him in his ne I ſhall deal with you, 
as a good Surgeon deals with his Patient, rather 
put you to a little more Pain by probing your 
Wound ſufficiently, than, to conſult your preſent 
Eaſe, put your Limb in Danger of a Mortifica- 
tion by ſuperficially healing it. 
\ - I 8H0v 1. p not have taken this publick Method 
of conveying my Advice to you, were it not 
that I hope it may, thro* the good. Grace of 
God, be ſerviceable to more than yourſelf, 
as there are many more than yourſelf who ſtand 
in Need of it. Who knows but, like the Ar- 
row which, tho* ſhot at random, killed Abad, 
it may reach the Heart of ſome unhappy Man, | 
who like you oppoſes himſelf? _ 

T nave an Objection in myſelf, which gives me 
ſome Uneaſineſs; perhaps this Letter may favour 
too much of the Pulpit. Ah! there, there 8 af 

7 f. | SQauauſe 
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Cauſe of all your Troubles. O my Friend, when 
Religion is deſpiſed, how ſhould the Confurt: of 
Religion be known? I will not ſay that, had Re- 
ligion been more your Care, it would have kept 
from you the Burden you now labour under; 
but this I may venture to ſay, upon the Word 
of him that is Truth, it would have oa you 
Strength to bear it. 
Tov fay in your Letter, you know no Rea- 
| ſon why God ſhould make you the Object of 
his Wrath. This Sentence, excepting the great 
Truth, that AMiction comes from God, contains 
as many Falſities as Words. There is a Reaſon 
why God ſhould afflict you, and in the End, 
you may acknowledge yourſelf rather the Ob- 
je& of his Mercy than his Wrath. Theſe two 
Pofitions I ſhall endeavour to prove to you. 

O! that the Spirit of heavenly Wiſdom may 
influence my Mind, and direct my Pen to write 
a Word in Seaſon, adapted to the unhappy Cir- 
cumſtances of my Friend: And may the fame 

Spirit open the Eyes of. your Underſtanding, to ſee 

the Things that belong to your Peace. Without this, 
were an Angel your Teacher, you would not 
profit by his Inſtructions; and with it, out of 
the Mouths of Babes and Sucklings God may or- 
dain Strength, in your Behalf. This, not a pre- 
ſumptive Thought of my own Fitneſs, encourages 
me, who am leſs than the leaſt of all Saints, to 
give my Opinion. For I know that, neither he 
that planteth is any Thing, nor he that watereth, 
but God giveth the Encreaſe. 

I propoſe in myſelf theſe three Things: 
Hirt, To ſhew you, on Account of your De- 
ficiency, not only in the Practice but the Princi- 
ples alſo of Chriſtianity, (which the Intimacy you 
have been hs to allow 1. with n will _ 
3 able 
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able me to do) chat, upon conſidering the End 
for which Afflictions are ſent by God, there is 
a Reaſon why God ſhould afflit you. - 

Secondly, To offer ſome Arguments, to con- 
vince you of the Truth of thoſe Principles you 
_ oppoſe; which may induce you to _ thoſe * 
Duties you neglect. | 
An p then, Thirdly, Prove to you, That, if 
Afflictions accompliſh in you the Errand where- 
unto they were ſent, (as they will do, if you are 
a Child of God;) you are not the Object of 
God's Wrath, but his Mercy. h 
Tu Ends for which Afflictions are ſent by 
| God, ſeem to be compriſed under a _ Fs 
ticulars; they are ſent, 

To puniſh Sin. 

To excite us to Duty. 

To wean us from the World. 

TRE former of theſe, viz. That Afflictions 
are ſent in Puniſhment to Sin, may be proved 
from the Principles of Natural Religion. God, 


| who is the Author of our Being, has a moſt | 


Juſt Title to our Obedience, and upon the fame 
Principle muſt have as juſt a Right to puniſh 
us, when we fail of that Obedience. And the 
Meaſure of this Obedience, abſtracted from the 
revealed Commands of God, thoſe Ideas of Re- 
ligion, which are connate with us, teach us. 
Now theſe natural Ideas fail us, arg we come 
. to think of an Exiſtence beyond this Life; and 
as we cannot from them prove a future Place 
of Rewards, ſo neither can we from them, aſcer- 
tain- a future Place of Puniſhments : So that, 
without our Bible we muſt conclude, that this 
World is a Place of Puniſhment for Sin. But, 
theſe natural Notions are enforced by the Re- 


| com God has given of himfelf and F A 
| 2 33 


and tho* this Revelation enlarges our Notions as 
to Futurity, yet it agrees with our Opinion, that 
this World is a Place of Puniſhment for Sin. 
So that, both from natural and revealed Prin- 


ciples we muſt conclude, that Sin is puniſhed in 
this World. £75 EIS oy tv rn h 
AFFLICTION is ſent in Puniſhment, as well 
to thoſe whom we call good Men, as to bad; 
for the beſt of Men has Sin enough in him, 
to render himſelf obnoxious to the vindictive 
Wrath of God. Every Man, according to the 
different Dealings of infinite Wiſdom, meets with 
| ſome Degree of temporal Puniſhment for Sim 
from Divine Juſtice, They, whoſe Sins will at 
length conſign them to eternal Puniſhment, the 
only adequate Reward due to an Offence againſt 
an infinite and eternal God, have a Fore-taſte of 
the Hell they will afterwards go into; and they, 
whom infinite Mercy deſigns for the Manſions 
of eternal Happineſs, do, notwithſtanding, meet 
with ſome temporal Puniſhment of. Sin, in the 
Way to it, in order to purge off thoſe Corrup- 
tions, which cannot be conſiſtent with a Life of 
Glory, and the Enjoyment of the viſible Pre- 
' ſence of an infinitely. pure God. The Reaſon, 
why the Failings of the beft of Men, often 
meet with a greater Share of temporal Puniſn- 


ment than the groſſer Enormities of the Wicked, 


is to be left with him, who acts from an infinite 


_ * Wiſdom in himſelf, in the Direction of the 


Troubles of both good and bad Men. But the 
beſt of Men has no Wrong done him, tho? he 
meets with the worft of temporal Puniſhments, 
becauſe his leaſt Sin, as it is done againſt an in- 
finite and eternal God, cannot be ſaid to have 
an adequate Puniſhment, unleſs it be by its Dura- 
ion ſomewhat ſatisfactory to the Nature of him, 
TR Wy againſt 
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againſt whom the Sin was committed. I know 
this is directly oppoſite to your Way of Think- 


ing, which ſuggeſts to you a God with the 
ſingle relative Attribute of Mercy. But Juſtice 
is as eſſential to God as Mercy; and he receives 


to himſelf a Glory from the Puniſhment of Sin, 
as well as from his pardoning it. We are apt, 
my Friend, to judge of Things not as they are, 
but as we would have them to be; and the 


' worſt of Sinners will feign to himſelf a Reſerve 
' bf Mercy, which notwithſtanding | he will not 
endeavour after, by a Reformation, to enjoy. 


But God is not what we fondly conceit. him to 
be, but what, in the Revelation he has given of 
himſelf, he tells us he is: And that Man who 


re to diſcover any more of the Pro- 


perty of Light in the Sun, than what is adapt- 
ed to human Viſion, would very deſervedly loſe 
his Eyes for his Pains. 

Bo r, to go on. Thoſe Offences you are il⸗ 


ty of in your moral Character, tho? tis impoſſible 


for me as a Friend to excuſe them, yet as a 


Friend I will throw a Veil over, to keep them 


from publick View; and will leave your Con- 
ſcience to convince you, on the fore- mentioned 


Principles, that there is a Reaſon why God ſhould 


ict you, becauſe it is in Puniſnment for Sin. 
Ix conſidering the ſecond Reaſon, why Af: 
fictions are ſent by God, viz. To excite us to 


Duty, I ſhall more particularly point out thoſe 


Parts of the Chriſtian Faith, (as much Duties as 
the practical Parts of Chriſtianity.) which you, 
ignorantly, I hope, oppoſe. More particularly. 
I fay, becauſe to believe aright has the greateſt, 


and I may fay, the only Influence to make us, 
act aright: For there is no Part of the Chriſtian 


Faith, which has not ſame Regard to dur Prac- 
nal, ; 


2 I 9 by 
tice 3 and a ſpeculative Chriſtian is as * impoſiible 
a Creature, as a 74 1 ulative Atheiſt. 
To fail in our Duty to God, is as great a Sin, 
as to act againſt it; and to neglect what God 
© has enjoined us to do, is of as evil Tendency, 
as to do what he has commanded us not to do. 
So that in every Breach of your Duty, by op- 
pofing the Chriſtian Faith, as it is the Revealed, 
Poſitive Command of God, you may be ſhewn 
as many Reaſons why God afflicts you: It is 
not only in Puniſhment for Sins in your moral 
Character. but alſo to excite you to thoſe Credal 
Duties of Chriſtianity, in which you are highly 
deficient. 5 
To be free then, my F FREY in the Front 
of all ſtands your Diſbelief of moſt Part of the 
Revealed Will of God; nay, ſometimes you go 
ſo far as to deny the Authority of the Bible in 
2 I place this firſt, for it is the moral 
Qauſe of all the reſt. It is impoſſible for you 
to know the Scriptures to any Saving Purpoſe, 
if you do not believe the Scriptures ; and if the 
Knowledge of the Scriptures, as the Holy Spirit 
teſtifies, is able to make us wiſe unto Salvation, 
| «the Ignorance of them will certainly tend ano- 
ther Way. 
TA firſt 8 chat grows from chis evil 
Root, is a Denial that the Deſcendants — 
Alam are included under the Guilt of Original 
Sin, or bring into the World the rpg of 
_ Attual Sin, contracted by it. Which further 
branches into a (neceſfary, I may ſay,) Denial of 
the Satisfaction of Chriſt, as a Redeemer. I call 
it neceſſary, becauſe I can ſcarce think a Man can 
6 - have a proper Notion of Chrift as a Propitiation 
for 255 unleſs he _— that * Act of 
: 1 3 Siu, 


1 10 1 
Sin, after the Commitment of "_ Chriſt was 
immediately promiſed. 

T Isõ further proceeds to a neceſliry Benet 
of the Godhead of Jeſus Chriſt, the Redeemer 5 
for if you will not look upon him as your Re- 
deemer, you cannot be brought to adore him as 
your God; Yet this directly oppoſes a poſitive 
Command( of Revelation, which bids us Honour 
the Son even as we honour the Father, © 

GRIFF will not ſuffer me to enumerate other 
Errors Which proceed from theſe, that are more 
Fundamental: An A& of Sin never comes alone, 
but is the too prolific Parent of many others. 
You: cannot reſent - the Freedom I have taken, 
in ſetting your Caſe in a very ſtrong .and clear 
Light ; if you do, yourſelf will acknowledge it 
to be as bad as I tell you: it is, by fearing to 
have it expoſed, 

IHA VE, as I told you before, I en a. 
like a good Surgeon, probed your Wounds as 


far as neceſſary, and. ſhall now endeavour to 


-heal them, and, if poſſible, make the Bones which 
God has broken to rejoice, But I muſt further 
tell you, that your too great Love of the World, 
(to reprove which is the third End. for Which 
Afflictions are ſent,) loudly calls for ſome Fa- 
therly Corrections from God, to wean you from 


it. I need not offer any other Argument to 
prove wr 4 Aſſertion than this, that you would 
8 — be 

World has =" a too large Share of your Heart. 


impatient under your Loſſes, if the 


Bur now, my Friend, comes the moſt dif- 


ficult Part of the Office I have taken upon me : 
It was eaſy for me to point out to you your 
Faults, but it will not be ſs _ a Matter to 
? convince you of chem. | | 


. | 


1 
Tuis is the great Work, To be convinced 
of doing Wrong, is the firſt Step we take in 
acting aright; and could I but bring you to a 
Sight of your Offences againſt God, either his 
Kod would be taken from you, or bis Staff would 
comfort you. Whether you will or not, Affliction 
will accompliſh its firſt End, puniſh you for Sin; 
but that it may excite you to Duty, and wean 
you from the World, you muſt, and it is your 
eterna] Intereſt ſo to do, work together with God. 
I xeROeE p therefore to ſum up ſome Argu- 
ments, which you never, I ſuppoſe, have given 
yourſelf the Trouble to ſearch after, which may 
be the Means, by God's Grace, to convince you 
of thoſe Chriſtian Duties in which you are de- 
ficient, which Conviction will be the firſt Step 
to Amendment; and Amendment, as it will 
anſwer the Ends of Affliction, will either make 
2 Troubles to ceaſe, or enable you to bear 
them. 5 
To begin then. The Evidences produced for 
the Authority and Truth of the Holy Scriptures, 
are either external or internal; the one ariſing 
from the Manner in which they were wrote, 
and received by the World; the other from the 
Matter they contain in themſelves. - 
Tux firſt external Argument I ſhall bring, 
to induce you to believe the Holy Writings, 
is their Antiquity, The Date of the five firſt 
Books of the Bible is fix*d at about A. M. 
2460. Their Author, Maſes, was Contemporary. 
with, if not before, the Gods of the Heathen. 
The lateſt of the inſpired Writers of the Old 
Teſtament, (that which is Canonical I mean,) hved 
as early in the World as moſt of the Antienteſt 
Philoſophers or Hiſtorians of the Heathen. *Tis 
true, Orpheus and Muſæus are ſuppoſed to have 
| Nö lived 
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lived about the Time of Gideon; Which, tho“ 


antienter than ſome Books of the Old Teſtament, 
are ſtill later by 200 Years than others. 


TEE next Place in Antiquity is aſcribed to 


Dares Phrygius, and Dictys Cretenſis, who wrote 


about 200 Years after Orpheus; and Homer's di- 
vine Poetry, as it is fooliſhly called, was 150 
Years, if not more, later than the Writings of . 


the ſweet Pſalmiſt of Iſrael. I have not mention'd 
the famous Zoroaſter, who by ſome is reckon'd 


to have been Contemporary with Moſes ; or Mer- 


curius Triſmegiſtus, For there are no leſs than 
four . Zoroaſters, and to which of theſe the 


Writings which go under that Name, if genuine, 


are to be fix d, and what Date they bear, is left 


ſo very uncertain, that nothing can be deter- 


mined in Fayour of their great Antiquity. The 
Writings , which go under the Name of Mercu- 


: rius Triſmegiſtus, are thought to be genuine, and 


allow'd to be pretty antient; but their true Date 
lies under as great an Uncertainty as the former. 
I have hitherto written only of that Part of 


Scripture, which we ſtile the Old Teſtament. 


The Date of the New, every one knows. This 
has not the Plea of Antiquity, as to the Time 
in which it was wrote, as the Old one has; but 
the Doctrine it contains is more antient. It is 
only New in Reſpect of the Time, in which 
God compleatly declared his Will to Man; the 
great Doctrine of a Redeemer, is older than 
the Old Teſtament Law, NN was but the 
Shadow, of which the New Teſtament is the 
Subſtance. Now, this their Antiquity, and Priori- 
bi to all other Writings, does not weakly argue 

e Authority of the Scriptures ; for they are 


this, 


Si {13 1 | 
ah the ſucceſſive Teſtimony of all Ages, from 
their Original to this. preſent Tim 

From Joſhua, the th Succeſſor ta 
Maes who in his Writings teſtifies the Autho- 

rity and undoubted Veracity of that Part of 
Scripture which was written at his Time, we 
have an uninterrupted Series of Witneſſes to the 
Authentickneſs of Holy Writ, to this very Day. 
Ezra, after the Return from Babylon, 'compiled 
and collected into one Volume, the ſeveral Books, 
which at this Day compoſe the Canon of the 
Old Teſtament. The Holy Spirit, which at firſt 
indited them, had qualify him for that great 
Work. - From his Time to this, the Fews have 
born a ſucceſſive and concurrent Teſtimony to 
it; and have it now as it came from his Hands. 


As to that Part of Scripture, ſtiled the New 


Teſtament, our very Enemies, the Heathens, 


record the Truth of the Events; tho“ the 
Apoſtles wrote at a Time when the Facts were 
freſh in every one's Memory; and had they not 
been true, the Roman Governor, nay the mean: 
eft Perſon in Jeruſalem, might have convicted 
them of Impoſture. The Church of Chriſt, 
immediately from the Apoſtles, to this Day, has 
born a ſucceſſive Teſtimony to the Authority 
and Genuineneſs of this Part of Holy Soripture. |, 
This leads me to another external Evidence in 
| Favour of the Holy Scripture, viz. its being a 
wonderfully preſerved. | 
NoTwi1THSTADING the many Calamities in- 
.cident to War, the Burning of the Temple, and 
the entire Captivity of thoſe to whom the 
Oracles of God were committed, the Old Teſta- 
ment has been preſerved to this Day. When 
the Temple was burnt upon their Captivity, the 
| main Pillar of it, the Hol * 7 


3 c _ R 
af Frath, remained entire. When they /at down 
by the Waters of Babylon in their Slavery, yet 
they forgat not Feruſalem, nor the' Place where 
God's Honour had dwelt, There were thoſe F aith- 


ful in their Day, who, tho? they ſuffered the Loſs: 


of all Things beſide, preſerved the Book of the 
Lord, till he ſhould turn again the Captivity 
of Zion. The Jeus were ſo careful to preſerve | 


the Scripture in its original Purity, that they 
counted all the Verſes, and Words, all the Let- 
| wy. Vowels and Accents, and at the Bottom of 


every Book they ſet down their exact Number, 
and at laſt they ſet down how many there are 


in the whole Volume of the Old Teſtament. . 


They were ſo nicely ſcrupulaus about their 
Copies, that, if a Word was left out, or a Letter 

placed, that Copy was never admitted into 
their Synagogues. When the-Lord, for their 
Sins, entirely extirpated them as a Nation, if they. 


had then neglected to preſerve the ſacred Re- 
_ cords, (Which they did not,) he had raiſed up a 


Generation, who would and did carefully take 


care of them ; I mean the Chriſtians. 


BuT theſe had likewiſe another precious 
Charge, which God has as graciouſly preſerved 
as the former. The Gates of Hell have not been 
able to prevail againſt that Building, of which 


Jeſus Chriſt is the chief Corner Stone. Death, in 


its moſt terrible Shapes, could not induce thoſe, 


"who loved not their Lives unto Death, to give 
up the great Charter of their Salvation ; . , 


they ſet to their Seals that God was true, and 
js Lg preſerved the Faith, which was once de- 
livered to the Saints, The Father, in the midſt 
of the Fire, commanded his Son to fight the good 


Habt, and to keep the Faithy and, tho' the 


- hang by his Servants deſtroyed one Generation, 


thoſe 


AAR EE 
thoſe that ſucceeded were equally zealous for 
the Book of God, till Providence at laſt has 
placed it in our Poſſeſſion. That was a Time 
when the Bible was a Chriſtian's All ; he lived 
by it, he died for it: But now!—Atheifts will 
tell the reſt with Pleaſure. 
I 8H ALL paſs by the Completion of Pro- 
phecies, and the Miracles wrought by thoſe who 
were the Penmen, made uſe of by the Holy Spirit; 
becauſe they are Evidences not to be gainſaid, 
but by thoſe who contradict the whole World. 

LE us now conſider the internal Evidences, 
which atteſt the Authority of the Holy Scriptures. 

| Trno?' the Writers were Men of extremely dif- 
ferent Conditions from each other, both in Qua- 

_ © lity, and Capacity; tho* the Spirit ſpake not 
only from the Throne, but the Sheep-Fold ; tho', 

I ſay, they were ſo extremely different from each 
other in their natural Gifts, yet in all their Writ- 
ings, the Stile is ſimple and majeſtick beyond 
any other Book. Though they were Men of 
different Nations, and wrote at different Times, 
yet they all agree with ſuch a perfect Harmony, 
as to the Doctrines they deliver, and the Ends 
for which they deliver them, the Glory of God, 
and the Good of Man, that we muſt allow r 
them to have wrote with one and the ſame Spirit. 
How generous are they in confeſſing their 
own particular Failings! And, whenever any En- 

terprize ſucceeds, how induſtrious to attribute the- 
| entire Glory to God] Surely, this is not after the 
Manner of Men. Pride was one of the earlieſt 
Sins Man committed, and it will be one of the 
laſt he parts with. And give me Leave to fay, 

my Friend, that, did not Pride block up the 
Entrance, ſo ſtrong a Body of Evidences would 
have gained a Maſtery over your Heart. For 

ROT C conſider 
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ehider what Manner of Book: tint müft hs. 
which can boaſt an unparallel'd Antiquity ; a ſuc- . 
teflive Teſtimony for ſome Thouſands of Years; : 


as well of Enemies as Friends; which has been 
reſerved; notwithſtanding the moſt induſtrious 
alice of Men and Devils, which only. cauſed 


it to be further evidenced by the Seals of the 
Blood of Thouſands : Whoſe Writers, tho diffe- 
rent in Quality arid Capacity, write equally noble; 
and, tho of different Nations, and writing at 
different Times, agree entirely with each other; 


and by their Ingenuouſneſs and preternatural 


3 Humility, ſhew the Spirit, 3 * which they wrote, 


to be greater than that of 
Bu 7, if theſe Evidences are inſufficient pray 


carefully confider this: The Matter contained 
in Scripture could never proceed from human 
Invention. How could if enter into the Heart 

f Man to conceive, that there are three Per- 
ſons or Subſiſtences in one. God; that God 


ſhould be manifeft in the Fleſh; that the Dead 


 Jhould be raiſed? Fleſh and Blood could never 


have revealed this: Reaſon ſtaggers at it: Yet, 
if the Scripture was full of cunningiy deviſed 
Tales for political Ends, Man, had Man been 
the Author, would: have invented ſuch. as had 
been nicely agreeable to, and comprehenſible by 


human Reaſon. Lou have ee the Grecian and 


- Roman Philoſophy. Whenever that offers to riſe 


higher than dogmatical Morality, or thoſe Prin- . 
ciples which are born with us, how obſcure, how 


unintelligible is it! With what Uncertainty and 
Doubting, every Poſition concerning God and 


- Futurity is laid down The Holy Scripture, the 


Inſpired Philoſophy, is not ſo: It treats of Things 


in a plain, poſitive Manner, that he that runs may 


be 1 ; 1 they + are in r ſo 8 i 
that, 


- 
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that; as Man cannot comprehend them, it was 
impoſſible that Man ſhould invent them. 

AND this anſwers the End of a Revelation: 
For it is highly abſurd to ſuppoſe God ſhould 
reveal to Man, what he might have known with- 
| out 3 Revelation. Therefore, my good Friend, 
let not the Myſtery of the Subject, becauſe you 
cannot comprehend it, iuduce you to place no 


Credit on the Bible. It was not defigned or 


calculated for your Underſtanding, but your 
Faith, which would be 10 Faith, ſhould we ſee 
What we believe. Confider the Evidences, whe- 
ther they be ſufficient to prove the Bible of 
divine Authority, or not: If they be, believe 
the Contents on the Veracity of its Author. 
If you believe God to be its Author, you know 
God cannot decerve, nor are you in any Danger, 
by ſubmitting your Reaſon to hint who gave 
you your Reaſon. My dear Friend, the Belief 
of the Scriptures is of the utmoit Importance, 
for they only are able. to make us wiſe unto Sal- 
vation: And, without you admit of the Truth 
of theſe, what I ſhall further ſay, concerning 
your other Failings in the Chriſtian Faith, can - 
be of no manner of Uſe, for I muſt bring my 
- Proofs from the Scripture ; and as the Doctrines 
I ſhall advance, are Matters of Revelation, I muſt 
apply to Revelation for Arguments to defend 
them. Tou deny that either the Guilt of Origi- 
nal Sin is imputed: to us, or the Corruption of it 
inherent in us. To prove its Imputation, con- 
ſider this Paſſage in Holy Writ: Mberefore, as 
by one Man, Sin entered into the World,. and 
Death by Sin; and ſo Death paſſed upon all Men, 
in that all have ſinned. I ſhall take the Liberty 
to offer to you another Tranſlation of this Verſe, 
which, I believe, will make the Senſe clearer, ' 
2 „ | becauſe, 
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beeauſe, as it is now tranſlated, the Word, and, 


ſeems redundant rather than of any peculiar Force. 
If we read it, even /o, as the ſame Words are 


afterwards tranſlated in-a Verſe or two further, 


we ſhall find that ever, has a very great Energy. 
The Verſe will run thus: Wherefore, as by one 
Man, Sin entered into the World, and Death by 


Sin; even ſo, by that one Man's Sin, Death paſſed 


upon all in that (or, in whom, as Beza 


renders it,) all have ſinned. This faves the un- 


neceſſary Parentheſis of the two next Verſes, 
(for ſuch there muſt be, if you render it and, 
and the Senſe will be full and ſtand connected 
thus: For until the Law, Sin was in the World, 
(that of Moſes, ) but Sin is not imputed where there 


' is no Law. Nevertheleſs Death reigned from Adam 


to Moſes, even over them that had not finned after 
the Similitude of Adam's. Tranſpreſion. I have 
been a little expoſitery upon this Paſſage, be- 
cauſe, I think, every Word poſitively declares 
the Imputation of the Guilt of Original Sin; 
but becauſe ſo many excellent Men have learnedly 
and faithfully wrote on this Subject, and one of 
the Articles of the Faith of the Engliſb Churen 
directly aſſerts it, I ſhall refer you to them; and 
only lay before you ſome plain Texts of Serip- 
ture concerning the inherent Corruption, and 
natural Depravity of human Nature, contrafted 
by Original Sin. But I muſt adviſe you to ap- 
ply to Writers of an earlier Date than this pre- 
ſent Age; we have run from our old Principles; 


and, tho' the Article ſtands in the ſame very ex- 


preſs Words, in Defence of which our Fathers wrote 
ſo much, and ſuffered ſo much, we have found 


a Way to ſubſcribe in a grammatical Senſe, what 
we do not believe in its genuine and intended 
one. But Truth cannot aher tho! Man's Opi- 


nions 
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nions a6 what the Scripture defends, Men may 
by abuſing their Learning, ſophiſtically oppoſe, 
but can never conquer. 

To proceed : Confider the following expreſs 
Scriptures : 

Isa1an xlvii. 8. I knew thou wouldft deal 
very treacherouſly, and waſs called, (an Hebraiſm, 

for thou waſt) a Tranſereſſor from the Womb. 
Ps aT M li. 5. Behold! I was ſhapen in Iniqui 
ty, and in Sin did my Mother conceive me. 

Jos xiv. 4. Who can bring a ckan Thing out of 
an unclean ? 

Jos xv. 14. What 5s Man that be ſhould be 

clean, or he that is born of a Woman, that he 
ſhould be righteous ? 
SGN. vi. 5. And God ſaws that the Wi chedneſs 
of Man was great in the Earth, and that every 
Imagination of the Thoughts of his Heart was only 
evil continually. 

GEN. viii. 21. And the Land ſaid i in his Heart, 
I will not again curſe the Ground any more for 
Man's Sake ; for the Imagination of Man's Heart is 
evil from bis Youth, 

THz New agrees with the Old Teſtament. 

Ep R. ii. 3. Among whom we alſo had our Con- 
werſation in Times paſt, —— and were by Nature 
the Children of Wrath, even as. others. _ 

Ro M. vii. 7. The carnal Mind is Enmity a- 
gainſt God, for it is not ſubjef# to the Law of God, 
neither indeed can be. 

1 Cox. ii. 14. But the natural Man receiveth 

not the Things of the Spirit of God, for they are 
Fool iſhneſs unts him, neither can he know them, 
becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned. | 

JonN ti. 5, 6. Verily I ſay unto you, except 
a Man be born of Water and of the Spirit, he can- 


not enter into the Kingdom ol God. 
„ = Tai 5 
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Tu 18, 1 think, plainly ſets forth the Guilt 
5 Original Sin, in which in a natural State we 
are included. In the next Verſe you find the 
Corruption contracted from it, that this alſo is 


brought into the World with us: That which 
1s born of the Fleſh, is Fleſh. 


How, my Friend, if we allow not tha Guile 


of Original Sin to be imputed to the whole Race 


of Adam, can we account for the Subjection little 


Infants are put under to Death? Had Adam 
ſinned alone, he alone would have been ſubject 


to Death, the Wages of Sin. But we were in the 
Loins of Adam, as two Nations were ſaid to be 
in the Womb of Rebekah, and Levi to have 
paid Tithes to Melchizedek in the Loins of 
Abraham ; and ſo we ſinned in Adam. As, when 
A Nobleinan rebels againſt his King, he not-only 
forfeits his Eſtate and blemiſhes his own Honour, 
but ſtains his whole Blood, and allenates his In-- 
heritance from his Poſterity for ever. | 

Bur the Truth of the Doctrine of Guei 


Sin may be known by its Effects and Conſe- 


quences, obſervable in all Men. The Pelagians 
may tell us we fin by Imitation, but before In- 
fants have Senſe enough to imitate, we fee in 
them the Breakings out of Paſſion and Revenge. 


It is not ſtrange that a ſinful Adam ſhould bc 'get 
2 Son in his own Likeneſs. The firſt Fruit of bis 


Loins was a Murderer. In the brute Creation, 
a Lion begets a Lion, and the young Adder 


comes into the World with the pereditary Poiſon EY 
| of its Dam. 


I am ſurprized, that thoſe, aka call ther. 


ſelves Chriſttans, and therefore receive their Prin- 
ciples directly from Revelation, ſhould deny this 


Doctrine, which ſome of the wiſer. Heathens 
2 8 by Travel had ſcen the Bible, and took all 
| | N 
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their beſt Opinions from thence) advance. The 
Fall itſelf we find poetically related in the Story 
of Pandora, (who anſwers to our Eve,) whom 
Hefiod and others mention; who, giving a fatal 
Box to Epimeibeus, full of noxious Poiſons, upon 
its being opened, introduced all Kinds of Evil 
into the World, and was the Author of all the 
Unhappineſs which occurs in Life. And I 
queſtion whether the very Circumſtance of the 
Devils tempting Eve in the Form of a Serpent, 
was not a Reaſon, as he ſucceeded in it, why 
he choſe to be worſhipped in his grand Temple 
at Delpbos in the Figure of a wary rar by _ 
the Name of Apollo Pythius, derived from the 
Hebrew IN, a Serpent, . 5 | & 
Bur, to leave this as Conjecture, it is certain 
that the Conſequence of the Fall, a natural De- 
pravity, is: lamented in many of the Writings of 
the Heathen Philoſophers. Ariſtotlè calls it, al- 
moſt in the Words of Paul, a natural Repugnancy 
of Man's Temper to Reaſon. Seneca, in his Epiſtles, 
frequently complains of Man's corrupted Nature. 
Plato, writing about Man's Defection from his ori- 
ginal Condition, ſays, from thence came all Miſ- 
chiefs into the World. Auguſtin tells us, that it was 
believed Plato had travelled into Egypt, and had 
there ſome Acquaintance with the Prophet Zere- _ 
miah, Tis certain, ſome of the Heathens were 
not unacquainted entirely with the Bible; for a 
conſiderable Part of the Old Teftament was 
tranſlated into Greek before the Time of AMeu- 
ander the Great; and, ſoon after, under Ptolemy 
_ Philagelphus, the Whole was tranſlated into the 
ſame Language by the LXXII Interpreters. 
Ax fhall thoſe Heathens, who did not ſav- 
ingly believe the Scripture, better underſtand 
ſome Parts of it than we Chriſtians! _ 
| | Y 
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Mv Friend, my Friend, we wilfully oppoſe 


the Truth. But, after all our Diſputes, as we 
ſee the Effects, we muſt allow that there is ſome 


Cauſe: alſo. When the Houſe is on Fire over 


our Heads, tis madneſs to contradi& the glaring 
Evidence, and difpute whether it be on Fire or 
not; we ſhould endeavour to extinguiſh it. 

TE next fundamental Error which you are 
guilty of in Point of Faith, is a Denial of the Satis- 


faction of Jeſus Chriſt for Sin; which, as I ſaid 
before, I Iook upon as an almoſt neceſſary Con- 


ſequence of the former. For, till we are con- 
vinced of Sin, we ſhall not be convinced of 
Righteouſneſs, We ſhall never be brought to 
allow the Sufferings of Jeſus to be facrifically 
propitiatory, if we deny the Cauſe that made 
him ſuffer. If you look back upon that State, 
which the Scriptures, mentioned under the for- 
mer Article of Original Sin, aſſure us we are 
in, we muſt ſee that there is an abſolute Ne- 
ceſſity of a Redeemer; but if we will not allow 
thoſe Paſſages of Holy Writ to be authentick, 
er {ſufficient Evidences to, or doctrinal of an 
originally. guilty and cerrupted Nature, I may 


venture to ſay, the Denial of a Redeemer is a 
neceſlary Conſequence of our Unbelief. 


So ME of the Paſſages of Scripture repreſent 


4 to be guilty, by the Law of Generation, of 


that Sin, which our Father Adam, in whoſe Loins 
we then were, committed; and declare us to be 
the Children .of Wrath. Others give Teſtimony. 


to the Corruption which we bring into the 


World with us, the other Attendant upon Ori- 


ginal Sin, and call us Tranſgreſſors from the Womb, . 
 ſhapen in Iniquity, and by our Mothers conceived 


in Sin. This our own Experience alſo evidences. 
| | Nov, 
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Now, my Friend, what would the infinite 
Juſtice of an infinitely pure God require of 


ſinful Man? God muſt have been faithful to 


himſelf, and. vindicate, by a proper Puniſhment 
of ſuch notorious Offenders, one of his eſſential 
Attributes. Does not the very Nature of God 


require this at our Hands? Surely we muſt fee, 


unleſs we be blind indeed, an abſolute Neceſſity 
of a Redeemer, if ever we deſire not to fall into 
the Hands of the living God. 85 


Hap we no Revelation of a Redeemer, it 
would have been a Thing defirable ; we might 


have wiſhed for a Ranſom, tho? all the Reaſon- 
ing in the World could never have found one 
out. The Practice of the very Heathens con- 
firms this. They inſtituted Prieſts to facrifice, 
and offered whole Hecatombs to expiate the 
Wrath of Heaven. But tho' they ſaw the Rea- 


ſonableneſs of deprecating their Deities Juſtice ; 


they, nor we, could never have found out a 
= Expedient, had not the Lord himſelf 
n pleaſed to declare one. Obſerve the Words 


of the Holy Spirit. Wherewith ſhall I come be- 


fore the Lord, and bow myſelf before the Maſt 


High God? Shall I come before him with Burnt=- 


Offerings, with Calves of a Mar old ? Will the 
Lord be pleaſed with Thouſands of Rams, or with 
ten Thouſands of Rivers of Oil? Shall I give my 


Firſt-born for my Tranſgreſion, the Fruit of my 


Body for the Sin of my Soul? No, no, none of 
them can by any Means redeem it, or give 10 
. God a Ranſom for it: For the Redemption of the 


Soul is precious, and it ceaſeth for ever, by ſuch - 


Means. But what ſhall we ſay for ourſelyes, 


if, when a Ranſom is revealed to us, we receive 
the (declarative) Grace of God in vain ? What, 


ſhall the antient Heathen, o whom the Myſtery 
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of Chriſt was not made known in other Ages, as 


it has been fince revealed to bis Holy Apoſtles and 


Propbets by the Spirit; ſhall they acknowledge a 
Neceſſity, and ſhew by their Actions ſome Sort 
of Defire of a Propitiation for Sin, and ſhall 
we, upon whom the glorious Light of the Goſpel 
has fhined, unto whom the Myſtery of God's Will 
7s made known, that he would reconcile the World 
unto himſelf in Chriſt, in whom we ſhould have 
Redemption thre his Blood, even the Forgiveneſs 
of Sins, according to the Riches of his Grace ; ſhall 
we wm only neglect ſo great Salvation, but alſo 
: the Wiſdom of God, who appointed it, 
pa ng him we have no Need of it? O God, 
verily thou art provoked every Day, And, What 

art * O Man, who replieft againſt Gd! I 
need not offer any particular Part of Scripture 
to your peruſal on this Point; the whole Bible, 

from the Beginning to the End, is fully decla- 
rative of the Glory of Chriſt, -as a, Redeemer. 
A. Redeemer was one of the firſt of God's Pro- 
- miiſes, and for us to receive * one of op laſt 

of God's Commands. 

Now, my Friend, if you believe in a Re- 
deemer, you muſt adore bim as your God. But 
as you do not believe the one, you cannot be- 
lieve the other. From one Error you fall into 
another, conſequential to the firſt, Firſt you 
diſbelieve the Truth and Authority of the Scrip- . 
tures; how then ſhould you believe the Doc- 
trines contained in them? Thence you deny an 
original Guilt and innate Corruption in human 
Nature, and, not ſeeing the exceeding Sinfulneſs 
of Sin, you deny a Redeemer from it. Upon 
- denying a Redeemer, you cannot believe another 


— el, an of pO chat Jeſus hs \ 
| : 577 ths! 
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5 the 1 is God. You ſee the direct Con- 


nection of one Sin with another. 
IN this Article of the. Chriſtian Faith, Rea- 


ſon follows Revelation, Revelation having told 
us, what we could never have otherwiſe com- 


prehended, that God would take Human Na- 
ture upon him, in order to be a proper Mediator 
and Redeemer. Human Reaſon allows of the 
Propriety of the Action, and can furniſh ſome 
Arguments to ſhew, on what Account our Re- 
demption could have been accompliſhed by none 
but he, who was God as well as Man. I. 
firſt, conſider what Revelation ſays. 


Oss ERV; theſe expreſs Texts of Scripture, in 
which Jeſus Chriſt, the Redeemer, is plainly - 


ſtiled God. 
IS AIAAH ix. 6. For winto us 4 Child is born, 


unto us a Son is given, and the Government ſhall 


| be upon his Shoulders: And bis Name ſhall be 


called Wonderful, Counſeller, the Mi 6aTy God, 


the EVERLASTING FaTHER,HhePRrINCE 
E PEACE. 5 


*Tisa a crifling Cavil to object againſt the 


Expreſſion, his Name ſball be called, as if it were 


only a Titular not a Perſonal Character of the 
Tdh that n bs bom 4 for: a gl Know- 


| ledge of the Hebrew will inform us, that it is 
one of the Idioms of that Language, to ſay 


ſuch an one ſhall be called, when they mean 


that he really is ſuch. 
Os ER this Paſſage of the Evangeliſt Jabs. 
In the Beginning was > Word, and the Word 
was with Gad, and the Word was God, Every 
dne knows who is meant by the Word. You 
fee how — each Part of the Scripture 
* to the _— * mag Teſtarient oben, 


et us, . 


— 


ERS YC — ęeꝛdœhte tk Uw p —ꝗ—ñ —— ͥ — —— 


__ | 26 | 
and the New fſhews its Accompliſhraent, © 
what do you think Paul meant, when he whore T 
: of God manifeſt in the Fleſh ? | 
| „VW IAI ſhall we fay to the Tefliniony Chriſt 
If gives of himſelf, in the Revelation, I am the Firſt 
[18 and the Laſt? Can this be faid of any one but 
God? But, omitting a great Number of Texts 
I might produce, conſider pe this remarkable 
Taflage in the Revelation. 
AND T1 ſaw Heaven opened, and Behold 1 4 
 wobite Horſe; and he that ſat upon him was called 
Faithful and True; and in e he doth 
judge and make War, | 
| H Is Eyes were as a Hame of Fire, and on 
| bis Head were many Crowns, and he had a Name 
| © © epritten, that no Man knew but he himſelf. 
| AND he was cloathed with a Veſture dipt in 
Blood: And his Name is called the WoRD or 
Gov. 
Ax p thee Armies which were in Heaven fol- 
Es ken him upon - white Horſes, cloatbed in fine 
BY Linen, white and clean. And out of bis Mouth 
| goeth a ſharp Sword, that with it he ſhould ſinite 
the Nations: And be ſhall rule them with a Rod 
| f Iron. And be treadeth the Wine-Preſs: of the 
| = F erceneſs and Wrath of Almighty God. 
= Ap he had on his 22 e on his Thigh, 
=. - a Name written, KING or Kix os, AND 
I 'LorD or LoknDps. 


nchen of yife-wiwle Nr 
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1 ſon of Chriſt, a Summary of what he ſuffer'd 
l as: Man, and 'of the Glory he receives as. God. 
1 His Name is called he Word of God, that Word, 
which the ſame Author in another Place tells us 
was in the Beginning, and was God. The afore- 
mention'd Objection to the Phraſe of his being 
called, will not hold here; 8 tho* the _ 
on 
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gelift wrote in the Greek Tongue, yet being an He- 
ew, he expreſs'd his Thoughts as an Hebrew. 
OBSERVE how near the Deſcription' of 


| Chriſt's appearing- in a Veſture dipt in Blood, and 


treading the Wine- Preſs of the Wrath of Almighty 
Cod, in the New Teſtament, agrees with the 
Deſcription that Jaiab gives of him in the Old. 
The Paſſa is, as foquantly you'll find in other 
Parts of Seripture, Dialogal. 5 
Q. #ho is this that cometh- from Edom, with 
dyed Garments from Bozrah? This that is glorious 
in his Apparel, travelling in the Greatneſs of. his 


: ND ? 


A. I. that ſpeak in Ri gbteouſmeſs, mighty to ſave. 
2 Ii berefore art thou red in thine Apparel, 
and thy Garments like bim that treadeth in lle 


Wine. Tas? 


A, I have trodden- the Wine- Preſs alone. 

PR ay, obſerve how exactly theſe Deſcriptions 
agree in the very Expreſſions, yet theſe Writers 
lived in Ages very diſtant from each other. As 
alſo their Condition in Life was very different, 
Zaiab being a Courtier and a Man of Quality, 
and John a Man of a mean Education, and as 


mean an Employ; you muſt conclude they wrote 


by one and the ſame Spirit, ſince, notwithſtand- 


ing, their Deſcriptions and Language fo nearly 
agree. I thought proper to make. this Obſerva- 


tion, tho* it is foreign from the Subject I am 
now upon, to ſhew you, that the Perfection and 


Inſpiration of Scripture may be gathered from 
every Paſſage in it. 


1 wiLL leave the former „ Paſ- 


tage of Scripture to your ſerious Conſideration, - 
and ſhall purpoſely omit ſeveral. other Texts, 
which -might be brought to prove the Godhead 


of Chriſt, the Redeemer. 
D 2 LzT 
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4 E T us now ſee what Arguments Reaſon, 
directed by Revelation, can bring to ſhew us on 
What Account our Redemption lee have been 
accompliſh'd by no one but him, who was God 
as well as Man. 
Wxðꝝ had by Sin render'd ourſelv ves obnoxious | 
to the Wrath of an infinitely juſt God; this 
1 could not have been fatisfied, tho“ it 
accepted of a vicarious Atonement, unleſs the 
| Perſon, who took the Work upon him, had been 
- of infinite Value to atone for an Offence com- 
mitted againſt an infinite Being. 
Tur Law of God required a perfect Obe- 
dience, and without that Holineſs, no one could 
* fee God. On this Account alſo a greater than 
Man was required, as well Actively, by. a per- 

fect Obedience, as Paſſively, by a meritorious 
Sacrifice to work out our Salvation. He that 
undertook our Redemption muſt have been a 

Man to ſuffer, but he muſt alſo have been of 
| iy! Pian with the Perſon offended, God, to 

There muſt have met ſome greater Cha- 

: Nader in that Redeemer than that of Man, as 
what he did, he did vicariouſly for others; and 
that muſt have been that of God. For there 
are but two Ranks of Creatures, Angels and 
Men, capable of performing any reaſonable Ser- 
vice to God; but neither of them could have 
given a compleat Satisfaction to the infinite Juſ- 
tice, or a perfect Obedience to the moſt pure 
Law of God. Could Man work out his own 
Redemption, the Offers of a vicarious Redeemer. 
in the Bible, are to no Purpoſe; but to ſay they 
are fo, is Blaſphemy. Should an Angel under- 
take the Work, ſhould his Service be accepted 
1 2 for himſelf, yet tis Folly to think he "York 


To make you believe them, is * of the Ends 
God. The great Doctrines of the Goſpel are 


"op? 
1 any Merit ſufficient to be ſuperadded on 
Account of others. 
Lou ſee, my good Friend. tho! the Myftery | 
of Redemption be above Reaſon, on, yet it is not 


againſt it. 

I nave thus endexyonred. to oer ſome b; 
tisfaction to your Scruples about thoſe Parts of 
the Chriſtian - Faith, which you do not believe. 


for which, I hope, your Afflictions are ſent by 


not mere ſpeculative Notions; could you te 
receive them, if they would not cauſe — Afﬀ- 
flictions to be taken from you, they would en- 


| able you to bear them. And if they produce 


in you this happy Effect, I hope, I ſhall prove 

to you, as I propoſed, that you are rather the 

Object of God's Mercy, than his Wrath. 
OBsEtRVvE how a — A. Pe produces a 

ſuitable Life. 

. Div you bells the 8 to be the 


Word of God, of that God, who is Truth it- 
ſelf, you would receive the Bockrines they teach, 


and reſt contented under the Promiſes they over 
to you. 

Dip you believe the Guilt and Cor 
sf Original Sin, you would acknowledge your 


2 Afflctions leſs than your Deſerts. 


Dip you believe in a Redeemer, as you could 
look upon your future State to be ſecure, you 
would the leſs regard the Troubles of the pre- 
ſent, and bear them with more Contentment. 

Dip you believe this your Redeemer to he 
God, you would have infinite Satisfaction in con- 
ſidering, that, as by taking upon him Human 
Nature he hewed 88 willing; ; ſo, by his 


; mes; 


rr . . . ell a mas Ii DS” ů—— — — — 


| ing of the Divine, he was able ta fave to 
the uttermoſt, and has all Things in his Power. 
Ap now, my Friend, if Afflictions make 
you believe the Doctrines, and reſt under the 
Promiſes of God ; if they make you think your 
Afflictions leſs than your Deſerts ; if you believe 
your future State ſecure, and can look with leſs 
Concern on the Troubles you meet with in the 
| B z if you believe your Redeemer to be 
f and therefore / able, as well as willing, to 
give you all Things, will you look upon your- 
elf to be the Gdject of God's Wrath, or of 
his Mercy? Surely, of his Mercy. Surely, you 
. muſt ſay, that in very Faithfulneſs be has affiifted 
| you; for before you was afflicted, you went aftray; 
| but now you are brought to keep his Word, 
IRA VE not ſtufPd my Letter with Heathen 
Philoſophy, or the muſty, ineffectual Conſolati- 


von of the Stoicks, that Afflictions are abſolutely in 


themſelves no Evil, merely to aggrandize their 
Pride, who would ſeem to be above feeling them. 
The Word of God allows them to be for the Time 
grievous, but aſſures us, that in the End, they 
work for us à far more exceeding and eternal Weight 
of Glory. As their conſolatory Directions are of 
human Extraction, like all human Things, they 
will periſh in the uſing: But the Comforts of 
| God will refreſb the Soul; they fink deep, The 
Effects of reading the Book of God (an Argument 
I omitted under its proper Head) plainly argue 
its Divine Original. The Word of Ged is quick and 
ful, it communicates to the believing Reader, 
ſome of the Spirit by which it was indited; and, 
after we have applied to it, for Direction in out 
Troubles, we find in ourſelves a Peace and Fay. 
B 


in believing, 


1 Ts | 
1 nA vE now, Dear Charles, gone through 
1 the Method in which I propoſed to write to you; 
and whether. you will hear, or whether you will 
forbear, I have delivered my own Soul. But be- 
fore I conclude, I muſt offer ſome Motives to 
induce.you to a Reſignation to the Will of God, 
by ſhewing you how God, in the igt of Tk 
ment, has remembered Mercy. 
Tou tell me that, through, the Breaking of 
your Tenants, you have, to ſupport your har 
racter, been obliged to contract Debts, which, 
when paid off, will take a pretty deal from your 
Eſtate: But could not the ſame Hand, that 
has taken from you only ſome Part of what 
it gave, have . it all? Could it not have de- 
prived you of your good Wife, 'who makes what 
you have agreeable to you? 

You ſay that, That Part of your Eſtate which 
you keep in your own Hands, has of late proved 
Temarkably barren: But could not the ſame Po ower, 
that deprived the vegetative Seed of its Virtue, 
have produced the ſame Effect in the animal? 
It might have never brought into Being, thoſe 
Pledges of your Love, which ſerve to encreaſe 
the reciprocal and tender Affection that ſubſiſts 

between you and their Mother. 

Tov ſay the ſlender Crop, which the Ground 
has produced, has been often blighted: But God 
has preſerved your Children from the Womb 


until now, and may not cut them off in their 


Bud, but may keep them thro* the Flower of 
| their Age, till they gently decay into the Earth, 
from whence they ſprang. 
- Your Condition may be bad, but i it is owing 
to the Mercy of God, that it is not worſe, 
You know, my Friend, Jam not one of 
thoſe who can adviſe others: to bear, what they 
: never 
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never have felt thethfelves, | I have been e 
on in the School of Affliction, and ma may apply 

myſelf, with a little Akeration, a Line of your 


Are „ 


Friend partake 
fare bee which 80 the Grace of God, I feel 


Circumſtances : And that 
nay the entire Motive of my ſendiny 
you this lun, long Letter; 3 A Motive; which; 


